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OrDERED, That the fame be taken into confileration to-morrow morning at the meeting of
the houfe.

‘I'he petition of the inhabitants of Ciecil county, which was preferred laft feflion and referred
to this feflion, was read and referred to committee No. 5.

Samuel Wilfon, Efy; trom the fenate, delivers to Nr. Speaker a petition-of fundry proprie-
tors of lots and houfes in Charles-"Town, commonly called Port-Tobacco, in Charles county,
thus endorfed ; *¢ By the fenate, July 28, 1779: Read and referred to the confideration of the
houfc of delegates.

¢« By order, H. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”
Adjourned till 4 o’clock.
‘P O S T M ERIDTIE M

The houfe met. Mr. Stevenfon appeared in the houfe.

The bill, entitled, sn act eftablithing a mode to perpetuate teftimony, was read the fecond
time and will pafs with amzndments propofed. : ‘

Amendments propofcd. ; ,

After the word ¢ and,” in the 13th line of the bill, infert, ¢ in cafe of abfcnce.”

At the end of the bill inf:rt the tollowing claufes : ¢¢ Provided always, T'hat in cafe of minors
who have no guardian or truftee, and in cafe of abfentees who ave refidents of this ftate, and of
all other abfentees refidents of other of the United States, or refiding in foreign ftates in amity
with the United States, where fuch ahfentees have no truftee; guairdian, agent, or attorney, the
common and ufual mode of perpetuating teftimony fhall be adopted and no oiher, any thing
herein contained to the contrary notwithitanding. R

¢ Provided alfo, and be it enacted, That in all cafes where teftimony may be perpetuated by this
adt, and wrere it fh.libe made appear, to the fatisfa@ion of the judge or juftice, by aflidavit of
the party, that his witn=fs or witnefles are fick and not likcly to live, or niay be arout to march|
out of this {t-tc on the public fervice as a {oldier or militia-man, it fhall and may be lawful to
take the depofiiion or depofitions of fuch witnefs or witnefles, on giving fuch notice lefs than
twenty days, as the judge or juftice may think reafonable, all circumftances confidered, fo that
the party interefted, his guarcian, truftee, agent, or attorney, may have conveni At time to attend.

<« gnd be it enaftedy hat the judge or juftice thall, and he is hereby required to give the party a
certificate of having made affidavit, and of the number of days appointed for notice, which {hall
be lodged with the depofition or depofitions, and an attefted copy of fuch depofition or depofitions,
and of fuch cert.ficate, fhall be taken 2s good evidence of the t'uth of the faéls ther«in contained.

< And, for regulating the chancery practice in the cafe of perpetuating teflimony, Be it enalled,
That commiflion fhall and may iffue to perpetuate teftimony on bill, for that purpofe, before any
appearance of the party defendant, to fuch four perfons, in the ufual manner, as the chancelior
may approve, and on return of faid commiffion, if no good objeftion be mude thereto tn twelve
months from the time of fuch return, the chancellor fha!l and muy order the fame to be recorced
in perpetual memory, any law or ufage to the contrary notwi.hft inding. '

< This a&t to continue three years, and unto the end of the next fcflion of affembly which
fhall happen after the faid three years.” ‘

So endorfed, and fent to the fenate with the amendments by Mr. J. Beall and Mr. Cramphin.

The petition of the inhabitants of St. Mary’s county, relpe€ting a warehoufc in that county,
was read the fecond time and rejected.

Mr. Evans brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& for the fpeedy con-
veyance of public letters and packets, and for other purpofes ; which was read the firft time and
ordered to lie on the table. . '

REsoLVED, That the following be entered as the refolve of this houfe, viz. ;

ResorLvEp, That for the future this houfe will not take into confideration any petition
from the inhabitants of any county or parifh, relative to the impofing any kind of taxes, or ereft=
ing any public buildings, or other matter any way refpeting the general intereft of fuch county
or parith, or particular intereft of any part thereof, unlefs it fhall be made appear that two
months at lealt before the offering fuch petition to any perfon to be fubfcribed, advertilements
were fet up at all the churches, chapels and court-houfe of the faid county, notifying the inten-
tion of offering fuch petition to be fubfcribed, in order to be preferred to this houle, and that
the fame be publifhed in the Maryland gazette. :

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning 8 o’clock.

T H U R S D A Y, Julya2 ‘1779.

H E houfe met. Prefent as on yefterday, except Mr. J. T, Chafe, The 'proceedings of |
yusterday were reads S ) - » ‘ ‘
The



